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ON THE INSIDE:

census
WW II        105 
KOREAN                  52
VIETNAM                  22
PERSIAN GULF  2
PEACE TIME        14
As of July 1, 2014

THE MT. VERNON VETERAN
MT. VERNON VETERANS’ HOME

1600 S. HICKORY ST. 
MT. VERNON, MO  65712

(417) 466-7103

 Ralph Manley parachuted 
into Normandy on D-Day, was in 
Bastogne during the Battle of the 
Bulge, earned two Bronze Stars and 
five Purple Hearts and then came 
home and helped develop Spring-
field after the war.  
 Mr. Manley and an identi-
cal twin brother, Roland, were born 
on October 15, 1923 to Jack and 
Helen Manley.  They had two older 
sisters; Mary Louise and Dorothy.  

The family lived in Springfield.  
Mary was thrown from a horse and 
killed in 1930.  His parents divorced 
shortly after that.  Ralph then lived 
with  his maternal grandparents, 
John and Mary Kreider, on a dairy 
farm just outside Springfield.  
 In 1942, during their senior 
year in high school, both Ralph and 
Roland enlisted.   Both boys joined 
the paratroopers.  Dorothy enlisted 
in the Women’s Army Corps.  
 Ralph went on active duty  
January 26, 1943 and was sent to 
Camp Roberts, CA., and then to 
Camp Toccoa, GA.  He was trained 
as a Demolition Specialist with the 
501st Parachute Infantry Regiment 
of the 101st Airborne.  
 He trained at Fort McCall, 
NC. from July until December.  It 
was here that he heard of the death 
of Roland.  Roland’s plane was on 
a mission to Sicily when it was hit 
and went down in the Mediterra-
nean.  Ralph was given the option 
of being discharged, but he stayed.
 In January, 1944 Ralph was 
sent to England for more training 
and to prepare for the invasion of 
Europe.  On June 6, 1944 he did.  

Here are his own words: “It was 
shortly after midnight and all hell 
had broken loose.  There were trac-
ers, and the Germans shot up para-
chute flares.  My plane took a lot of 
hits, as did some of the people in 
the plane.  Several had fallen to the 
floor.  Some had gotten sick.  The 
floor was slick with blood and vom-
it.  We were already hooked up to 
the static line ready to jump as the 
bullets were flying.
 When it was my turn, I was 
number three out the door-thankful 
to escape.  Some of the soldiers 
didn’t get out.  I watched the plane 
go on to crash killing thirteen men.  
 For sixty days I fought in 
Normandy, France.  I went on to see 
action in Operation “Market Gar-
den” in Holland.  Then I joined the 
rest of the 101st in Bastogne.  We 
were surrounded for days, outnum-
bered by the Germans before de-
feating them.”  
 Ralph arrived back in the 
states on September 15, 1945.  Af-
ter the war, Mr. Manley wanted 
to make something of himself so 
he enrolled at Drury College and 
earned a Bachelors in Economics  in 

1949.  He then began a career in real 
estate and teaching.  He developed 
and managed real estate properties 
in Springfield, went on to get his 
Masters in Business Administration 
and then taught at both Drury Col-
lege and Southwest Missouri State 
University.  
 While attending college, af-
ter the war, he met his future wife 
Jayne Atteberry.  They were mar-
ried on April 30, 1950.  They even-
tually had three girls: Janell, Jodell, 
and Jennifer.  His real estate ven-
tures worked out and the family 
prospered.  All three girls received 
a good education and have become 
successes themselves.  His beloved 
wife Jayne passed away in 2008.  
 We are honored to have such 
a hero as Ralph Manley here at the 
Missouri Veterans Home.  It is our 
turn to serve him.

Ralph Manley in 1943.

Ralph, Jayne, Janell, Jodell and 
Jennifer in 2005.

Ralph, Dorothy, and Roland Man-
ley in May 1932.
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Missouri Veterans Commission
Employees of the Month

MISSOURI VETERANS COMMISSION
Chuck Wooten.................................................................Member
Paul Connors...................................................................Member
Scott Englund..................................................................Member
Nancy Nelson..................................................................Member
Representative Stephen Webber......................................Member
Representative Denny Hoskins.......................................Member
Senator David Pearce......................................................Member
Senator Scott Sifton.........................................................Member

MANAGEMENT TEAM
James Dennis..........................................................Administrator
Angela Piepenbrink.......................................Asst. Administrator
Joan Elwing, RN............................................Director of Nursing
Diane Huckeby, RN..........................................B - Unit Manager
Donna Requa, RN.............................................C - Unit Manager
Becky Williams, RN.........................................D - Unit Manager
Patricia Sullivan, RN........................................E - Unit Manager
Lynette Mitchell, RN.....................................Nursing Supervisor
Vince Straub, RN...........................................Nursing Supervisor
Brenda White, RN..........................................Nursing Supervisor
Cynthia Reece, RN........................................Nursing Supervisor.
Erika Portillo.........................................Administrative Assistant
Donna Stacye..............................................................Accountant
Dennis Duncan...............................................Computer Services
Loni Hill...................................................Food Service Manager
Marlene Woodall....................................Environmental Manager
Ron Schmidly...........................................................Maintenance
Barbara Truman.................................................Medical Records
Jenny Myers.....................................................MDS Coordinator
Sally Quick....................................................................Personnel
George Bennett..................................................Physical Therapy
Debbie Eutsler.............................................................Purchasing 
Keri Creasey...............................................Recreational Therapy
Joy Sweeney...........................................Social Services Director
Alice Brewer...........................................Social Services - B Unit
Angela Gonzalez.......................... .........Social Services - C Unit
Teresa Hoover.........................................Social Services - E Unit
April Cutbirth.............................Staff Development Coordinator
David Kloppenborg.........................................Volunteer Services

MISSOURI VETERANS HOME
ASSISTANCE LEAGUE BOARD

Scott Sifferman...............................................................President
Dave Eden..............................................................Vice President
Brad Brown....................................................Secretary/Treasurer
Gary Emerson..................................................................Member
Gene Ingle.......................................................................Member
J.W. Jackson....................................................................Member
Larry Newman................................................................Member
Randee Stemmons...........................................................Member

Employees of the Month
Pictured are the Employees of 
the Month for March, April, 
and May.  These employees 
were nominated by their peers.  
Congratulations to these em-
ployees for their accomplish-
ments and caring attitudes 
toward the resident Veterans 
whom they serve.  As Employ-
ees of the Month, they  received 
a Walmart gift card, a free day 
off, and a prominent parking 
space for one month.

Any employee can nominate anoth-
er employee.  The nomination forms 
are located at the front desk.

April, Staff Development Coordi-
nator, is an overall amazing person.  
She is so pleasant and helpful to 
everyone.  Working with her is an 
absolute pleasure and honor.  April 
is always positive and a great influ-
ence to all staff and is able to get 
along with everyone.  

Francis, Certified Nursing Assistant 
I, makes each Veteran feel as though 
they are her only concern and have 
her undivided attention.  Francis fo-
cuses on the little things that mean 
the most to our Veterans.  Francis 
consistently displays a positive at-
titude with staff, families and visi-
tors.

Pat, Custodial Worker II, can be 
counted on to be here and do all 
her work and anything else that 
may need to be done.  Pat is a nat-
ural leader and it shows in all her 
actions.  She is always willing to 
do whatever it takes to ensure the 
building looks good.

April Cutbirth, May 2014

Pat Hicks, April 2014

Francis Eubanks, March 2014

 Delores Mesias-Foster, Nursing Assistant II for the Missouri Veter-
ans Home - Warrensburg, was selected as the April 2014 MVC Employee of 
the Month.  Delores was selected for the sincere and compassionate manner 
in which she served a resident during the final hours of his wife’s life.  The 
family noted her concern for the resident and her loving manner.
 Nicole Maggard, Activity Aide II for the Missouri Veterans Home 
- Mexico, was selected as the May 2014 MVC Employee of the Month.  Ni-
cole goes above and beyond her normal duties to show the Veterans she re-
ally cares.  She is known for coming in on her days off, bringing her children 
to visit, and scheduling fun activities for the Veterans.
 Robert Hill, Laborer II for the Missouri Veterans Home - St. Louis, 
was selected as the June 2014 MVC Employee of the Month.  On Easter 
Sunday, the drains backed up in the Laundry Department and Robert made 
every effort to try and fix the problem.  He did what he could to help until a 
professional plumber came in.  
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WELCOME
 Floyd Tucker, Air Force, 
served from 1950 to 1954.  Mr. 
Tucker moved to the Missouri Vet-
erans Home on April 16.  
 Joseph Doza, Navy, served 
from 1943 to 1952.  Mr. Doza 
moved to the Missouri Veterans 
Home on April 21.
 Harry Ballard, Army, 
served from 1948 to 1968.  Mr. Bal-
lard moved to the Missouri Veterans 
Home on April 23.
 Cornell Idu, Navy, served 
from 1942 to 1945.  Mr. Idu moved 
to the Missouri Veterans Home on 
May 6.

 Solomon Schneider, Army, 
served from 1943 to 1945.  Mr. 
Schneider moved to the Missouri 
Veterans Home on May 7.
 Helen Thomas, Marine 
Corps, served from 1944 to 1946.  
Mrs. Thomas moved to the Mis-
souri Veterans Home on May 14.
 Luther Hembree, Army, 
served from 1943 to 1946.  Mr. 
Hembree moved to the Missouri 
Veterans Home on May 19.
 William Bergman, Army, 
served from 1944 to 1946.  Mr. 
Bergman moved to the Missouri 
Veterans Home on May 20.

Branch of Service Breakdown
 Army      85
  Women      2
 Army Air Corps    13
  Women      0
 Air Force     26
  Women      1
 Coast Guard       1  
  Women      0
 Marine Corps    10
  Women      2
 Navy      52
  Women      3
 
 TOTAL            195

 William Cooper, Air Force, 
served from 1960 to 1964.  Mr. 
Cooper moved to the Missouri Vet-
erans Home on May 21.
 Harold Baker, Air Force, 
served from 1944 to 1966.  Mr. 
Baker moved to the Missouri Veter-
ans Home on May 21.
 Donald Middleton, Army, 
served from 1955 to 1957.  Mr. 
Middleton moved to the Missouri 
Veterans Home on May 27.
 Paul Thorton, Army, 
served from 1941 to 1945.  Mr. 
Thorton moved to the Missouri Vet-
erans Home on May 27.
 Holland Ellison, Army, 
served from 1953 to 1955.  Mr. Elli-
son moved to the Missouri Veterans 
Home on May 28.
 Wilford McDonald, Army, 
served from 1942 to 1946.  Mr. Mc-
Donald moved to the Missouri Vet-
erans Home on May 28.
 Harold Robertson, Marine 
Corps, served from 1945 to 1946.  

Mr. Robertson moved to the Mis-
souri Veterans Home on June 2.
 Ronald Reed, Navy, served 
from 1951 to 1955.  Mr. Reed moved 
to the Missouri Veterans Home on 
June 3.
 Bernice Panzera, Navy, 
served from 1944 to 1945.  Mrs. 
Panzera moved to the Missouri Vet-
erans Home on June 3.
 Kenneth Powell, Navy, 
served from 1952 to 1955.  Mr. 
Powell moved to the Missouri Vet-
erans Home on June 11.
 Caleb Lipscomb, Navy, 
served from 1944 to 1946.  Mr. Lip-
scomb moved to the Missouri Vet-
erans Home on June 18.
 Melvin Pendelton, Army, 
served from 1942 to 1946.  Mr. Pen-
delton moved to the Missouri Veter-
ans Home on June 19.
 Don Carter, Navy, served 
from 1946 to 1948.  Mr. Carter 
moved to the Missouri Veterans 
Home on June 26.

ITEM                   Est. Cost
Deodorant, Stick..............................................................2.50
Shaving Cream................................................................3.00
Denture Cleanser  ...........................................................3.00
Sea Bond Denture Adhesive Wafers................................6.50
Dental Floss.....................................................................3.00
Body Wash.......................................................................4.00
Body Spray.......................................................................3.00
Book of Stamps................................................................9.80

If your organization is interested in purchasing any of the items 
listed above or are interested in finding out information about 
larger on-going projects for the facility, please contact David 
Kloppenborg at (417) 466-7103.

Veterans’ Home WisH List 

VISIT US ON LINE
To learn more about the Mt. Vernon Veterans’ Home, visit 
us at www.mvc.dps.mo.gov/Homes/Site/MtVernon  To learn 
more about other Missouri Veterans’ Homes and/or other 
programs offered by the Missouri Veterans’ Commission, log 
on to the Commission Home page at www.mvc.dps.mo.gov 

Mr. Pat Fewell performed some gospel gems on June 4.
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TAPS
Aurthur Huffman

 7/9/21
4/11/14

James Carlson
5/9/48
4/13/14

Gerald Wallen
4/9/27
4/13/14

William Martin
6/22/23
4/16/14

Judon Sherrod
11/6/28
4/28/14

James Rodrock
4/25/34
5/7/14

Edward Lindley
6/1/31
5/9/14

O.B. Chaney
12/2/26
5/10/14

William Maroney
5/8/33
5/15/14

Now in the Service of the Supreme Commander

Richard Lowe
2/16/31
5/15/14

Henry Avondet
8/11/32
5/16/14

Jimmie Kerr
3/5/46
5/17/14

James Walton
3/23/35
5/18/14

George Armstrong
1/25/26
5/21/14

Vivian Baker
10/23/24
5/22/14

Glenn Bolen
7/21/28
5/23/14

Tag Jensen
6/19/32
5/24/14

Warren Hale
10/31/20
6/12/14

Wayne Immekus
8/27/18
6/12/14

Virgil Long
2/22/20
6/14/14

James Iseminger
7/24/22
6/16/14

George Lindsay
7/11/18
6/24/14

Ival Bilyeu
3/13/28
6/26/14

Alva Paul
7/4/23
6/26/14

Memorials
Mynatt Scott
Penny Myers
James Kepple

Eldon Fehrenbach
Gail Antenen
Joby Henning

Elisabeth Crosswhite
Nancy Sue Perry

Billy Maroney
La Z Boy

Orville & Doris Meyer

James Carlson
Necebbia Crumb

Charles Miller
Don & Jane Miller

Richard Lowe
Judy Phillips

Charlotte Davison
Barbara Severinghaus

Sarah Bracco
Helen Lowe

Joy Wrightman
Anita Davis
Darrel Bruns

Linda & Bob Walsh
Mr. & Mrs. John Houk

Patricia Vernon

Nancy Rouse
Robert & Thelma Hazeltine

David & Julie Gatchell
John & Cynthia Dalton

Johnny Luce
James & Eva Watson

Tamara Ward
Gary & Sharon Vernon

Bobby Fields
M.L. Clugston

Reba Baker
David & Gena Brown

Kathleen & Patrick Cocherl
Wayne & Imogene Satterfield

Dale Kenyan
Julie Ann Fryer

Henry Avondet
Margaret McCaffrey

Dan, Pamela & Scott Curtis
Marney Nowland

Mike & Phyllis Garrett
Jack & Darlene Kelley

Barbara Sagehorn
Alice Helmkamp
Lucille Avondett

Vivian Baker
Charlotee Morris

Anita BittnerVeteran Vergil Long and family at the Annual Picnic.  Sadly, Vergil passed 
three weeks later.
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MONETARY DONATIONS

MATERIAL DONATIONS 

On behalf of the Assistance League and the Heroes we serve, we would 
like to express our heartfelt appreciation for all of the donations received 
April through June 2014.  All donations go directly to Veterans programs.  
Please accept our apology if you and/or your organization has unintention-
ally been left off this list.

$500 to $999

$200 to $499

$50 to $199

Up to $49

 DONOR INFORMATION:

Name:_____________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________
City:_______________________ St.:__________ Zip:______________

Donation in: ___honor  ___memory of___________________________

Send Memorial Acknowledgement to:

Name:_____________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________
City:_______________________ St.___________Zip______________

DONATION FORM
OPTIONAL Donor Designation

___Resident Activities Fund

___Holiday Fund

___Postage Fund

___Indigent Fund

___Honor Flight Fund

___Other:__________________

HOW TO MAKE A
CONTRIBUTION

Checks should be made payable to 
the Mt. Vernon MVH Assistance 
League and mailed to:
  Missouri Veterans Home
  1600 S. Hickory St.
  Mt. Vernon, MO 65712

The Donation Form is provided for 
your convenience.  If you have any 
questions, please contact:
David Kloppenborg
417-466-7103 Ext. 1185
david.kloppenborg@mvc.dps.
mo.gov

D.A.V. # 66
American Legion Post 676
VFW Post 3404

Telephone Pioneers
VFW Aux. 2590
Pepsi Cola Bottlers
George Lindsay
VFW Aux. 5923
Linda Sooter
Mid-Missouri Bank
Joyce Towe Agency

Stemmons Law Firm
Meek Lumber Yard
L&M Tires
American Gold Star Mothers
Mayse Automotive Group
Casey’s General Store
Mid-America Dental & Hearing

Over $1000
Tag Jensen
Greater Springfield USBC
VFW Aux. District #7

American Legion Post 230
Joplin Elks Lodge
VFW Aux. 4207
Steve & Sally DiPierdomenico
Florence Cartwright
VFW Aux. 534
Betty Stewart
V.A. Outpatient Clinic
Maxine Foster
Bob Crowe
Vergil Long
Bill Carlin
Leo Roberson
Kenneth Locke
Family of Mr. Gardner

VFW Post 7628
VFW Aux. 5525
Military Order of the Cooties # 11
Mt. Vernon School District
VFW Post 5923
William Sweeten
American Gold Star Mothers
D.A.V. Aux. # 66
Sheila Combs
Jack Henry & Associates
Hometown Pharmacy
Mt. Vernon Clinic
Landrum Drug

Mary Davis
George Gaddy
Mt. Vernon Middle School
 Sixth Graders
Elks Lodge # 2505 - Kimberling  
 City
Family of O.B. Chaney
D.A.V.A. # 68
Family of Jimmie Kerr
Vietnam Veterans of America # 913
Family of Charles Miller
Boy Scouts of America
 Ozarks Trail Council
Family of Henry Avondet
D.A.V. # 11
Family of James Walton
Telephone Pioneers
Family of Richard Lowe
Junior AMVETS Post 114
Family of Vivian Baker
Elks Lodge # 564 - Nevada
Bernard Shelton
American Legion Post 137
Family of Vergil Long
Lawrence O’Plaunt

Becca Gann
Travis Hudson
Bill Skaggs
Kevin DeMera Family
Virginia Setlick
Janice Schmidly
St. Johns LWML
D.A.R. Elk Horn Prairie Chapter

Family of James Iseminger
Bill Turpin
Family of Warren Hale
D.A.R. - Elk Horn Prairie Ch.
William Glidewell
Carolyn Waltrip
Family of Gerald Wallen
Bob & Peg Hartley
Leonard Livingston
Louise Hohinace
Cynthia Patrick
American Legion Aux. 639
Nick & Kelly Robbins
Randy Lyman
SMARTS - Military Vets RV Club
Sons of the American Revolution
Chris Sparkes
Pat Bergman
Doug Pering
VFW Aux. 2590
VFW Aux. 2866
Northview Senior Center
American Legion Aux. 137
Don Venable
Community Faith Chapel, Cassville

Both easy access buses are here, have decals on them, and are ready for 
service.  Thank you to all the individuals and organizations that made the 
buses possible.
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Annual Picnic 2014

Veteran Maurice Dixon with his sister, Marilyn Bracy. The New Creole Jazz Band .

Veteran William “Doc” Sunderwirth.

Veteran Michael Ariew with his brother and sister-in-law, Todd and Veron-
ica Adair.

Dietary staff  Tammy Branham, Jordan Libertus, Casey Rogers, Diann 
Coates, and Sarah Orr.

Veteran Ernest Cone and his wife Lina.
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Veterans Richard Marquier, John Barker, and Bobby Crowe at a Springfield 
Cardinals Baseball game. Veteran John Jones on a fishing out trip.

Veteran Ernest Cone helping to paint some birdhouses.  Veteran Lionel Vendt with students from Aurora playing Bingo.

The Missouri Military Academy performed a concert on April 6.  The Young at Heart Band performed for the Veterans on June 18.  
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News From The Special Care Unit
Nina Thompson, Recreation for SCU

 We have had a busy few months since our last newsletter, with several 
special occasions.  In April we had the pleasure of a great singing voice of 
Ken Roberts, a.k.a. Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash.  Ken has a wonderful voice 
and sounds just like Elvis and Johnny.  Everyone had such a good time clap-
ping and singing along.  April was also Easter and of course we had to have 
the Easter Bunny plan a visit to SCU.  Lots of laughs and ear pulling went 
on with “The Bunny”!  
     May was Mothers Day and a very lovely luncheon was held for all the 
ladies complete with a gift of a geranium for each one.  They had a wonderful 
time reminiscing on the antics of their children.
    June was our annual family picnic with a fishing theme.  Musical 
entertainment was provided by the Possum Hollow Fiddlers.  This was a 
group of young fiddlers from various towns ages 11-17.  My they were excel-
lent performers and everyone is still talking about them!  A lunch of grilled 
hamburgers, potato salad and baked beans was a treat to all grilled by a small 
group from the Eagles.  To end such a great meal was peach pie ala mode!
     We also had a great group of ladies named Twisted Sisters.  They were 
balloon artists and clowns.  They did skits that had audience involvement.  
They were a big hit and we had Veterans laughing, dancing, and clapping.  
When the show was over they each received a special balloon animal that 
they had made.  The SCU was presented with a balloon bouquet of lovely 
balloon flowers that was displayed in our rotunda area of SCU.
     So long till next time.  Remember if you would like to volunteer to 
come to our SCU with entertainment or a church or Bible Study give us a 
call and we can get your time set up.

From top right, clockwise: The 
Possum Hollow Fiddlers; Veteran 
Frank Hartley and family at the 
Annual Picnic; the Possum Hol-
low Fiddlers playing for Veterans 
Kenneth Gold and Jean Newell 
and their families; Veteran Ralph 
Manley holding up the D-Day cake, 
which the SCU celebrated on June 
6; and Ralph Manley with Yvonne 
Kay petting Jack the Bible Donkey 
on June 18.  
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Resident Council News
 The Resident Council met 
on April 2, 2014 with fifteen Veter-
ans in attendance.   
 In new business, Activities 
reported that with the weather start-
ing to be nice  there will be more 
things going on and to make sure to 
sign up for out trips.  Dietary report-
ed that the new menus have been 
approved and will start on April 20.  
Moreover, they will be writing the 
daily lunch special on the dry erase 
board each day.  
 The topic of  fire drills was 
raised.  Residents were assured that 
they will be made aware of the need 
to evacuate and they were reassured 
that all of the doors and walls have 
a fire rating for their protection. 
 The Resident Council met 
on May 7, 2014 with sixteen Veter-
ans attending.  
 In new business Veteran 
Council Elections are coming up in 

July, so nominations were taken for 
office.  The following were nomi-
nated: 
President: Glen Withnell and Tag 
Jensen; 
Vice President: Bill Sunderwirth;
Secretary: none
Treasurer: Vergil Long
Chaplain: Jay Hess
We need to have more than one per-
son running for office, so please en-
courage residents to run for office.  
 In fundraising, bird houses 
continue to sell, with $290 being 
raised so far.
 The Resident Council met 
on June 6, 2014 with seventeen Vet-
erans attending.  
 In new business, Keri re-
ported that we now have the new 
bus, so we have two.  The facility’s 
name is being added to the new bus 
with funds donated by Tag Jensen 
prior to his passing.

Ken Kerr and Anna Maples pres-
ent a donation check to Administra-
tor James Dennis on May 13.  On 
the right, Patti Abiati, of American 
Legion Post 137 presents universal 
remotes that the post donated.

Kitty Crider of the Elk Horn Prairie Chapter of the D.A.R. presents some 
stamps and other personal care items to Volunteer Coordinator, David Klop-
penborg.

The VFW Riders helped serve breakfast before on May 24.  They took a pic-
ture with Veterans Vergil Long, Jay Hess, Earl Dodd, Bobby Crowe, Jones 
Penwell, Richard Marquier, and Bill Howard.  

The “Zeros for Heros.”  The Aurora High School baseball team that raised 
money for the Missouri Veterans Home.

Veteran Ancel Owens, seated, and family after receiving an award from Sea-
son’s Hospice (Laird Thompson, center) for his service.  
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New Volunteers

Caleb Kloppenborg Chandra Thorn

June Reed Jerry Welch

Andrea Johnson

Long Time Volunteer Retires

Erna May Doss in 2006

 Erna May Doss began vol-
unteering at the Mt. Vernon Veter-
ans Home in January 1984.  In her 
30 years of volunteering she has 
accumulated over 11,300 volunteer 
hours.  In May 1985, the volunteers 
held a meeting and she was elected 
Vice-President.  She was also se-
lected as the Volunteer of the Year 
that year.  Erna May was elected 
President in May 1987, a position 
she held until 2005.  In 1991 she 
was elected to the Mt. Vernon Mis-
souri Veterans Home Assistance 
League Board, which she held until 
2009. 

The Home honored Erna May for her service at a reception on May 19, 
2014.  In front is volunteers Shirley DeVore, Erna May, and Fran Black.  In 
the back row is Administrator James Dennis, and volunteers Gilbert DeVore 
and Mary Harrison.Volunteer Banquet

 The Missouri Veterans 
Home is so very proud of our cadre 
of volunteers and so very apprecia-
tive  of their service to the Home.  
To honor them the Home held a 
Volunteer Banquet at the Hangar 
Kafe.   Over 45 volunteers attend-
ed the banquet where awards were 
given out for both volunteer hours 
achieved as well as years of service.
 Kenneth Ackley provided 
the program this year with some 
interesting tidbits about Lawrence 
County history.
 As the banquet ended each 
volunteer was handed a tumbler as a 
gift.  If you are a volunteer and were 
unable to attend, please see David 
to pick up your tumbler.

Supervisor of Volunteer Services, 
David Kloppenborg, presents an 
award to volunteer Shirley DeVore.

Garrett Rollett
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Employee Awards

New Employees
April

Travis Dedmon - Certified Nursing Assistant I
Artemio Silva - Certified Nursing Assistant I

Michelle Swaim - Certified Nursing Assistant I
Pam Rager - Certified Nursing Assistant I

May
Christina Rohde - Domestic Care Aide

Paige McCoy - Domestic Care Aide
Christy Hayes - Domestic Care Aide
Ashley Hester - Domestic Care Aide

Stephanie Wertz - Domestic Care Aide
Tracy Daugherty - Domestic Care Aide

Rachel Ortega - Certified Nursing Assistant
June

Jeremey Baughman - Certified Nursing Assistant I
Gailynn Burkett - Certifed Nursing Assistant I
Heather Adams - Certified Nursing Assistant I
Hailey Jenkins - Certified Nursing Assistant I
Faith Schmidt - Certified Nursing Assistant I
Pamela Vardine - Registered Nurse, Senior

Sandra Edwards - Registered Nurse
Karissa Golden - Health Program Aide

Misty Flowers - Direct Care Aide
Kacie Rowe - Direct Care Aide

Marsha Chapman - Direct Care Aide
Christy Gilliland - Domestic Care Aide

 The Missouri Veterans Home honors all employees who have 
reached the five, ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, and thirty year milestones.  

March Awards -
Five Year: 

Brenda White
Ten Year:

Debbie Cahalan
Steve Curl

Nancy Mitchell
Marti Schnake
Michael White

April Awards -
Five Year:

Marcia Brown 
Ten Year:

Bonnie Cobb 

May Awards -
No milestones in May

Ten year recipient, Debbie Cahalan, 
with Administrator James Dennis.

Ten year recipient, Steve Curl, with 
James.

Ten year recipient Michael White 
with James.

Ten year recipents Marti Schnake 
and Nancy Mitchell with James.

Former Employee Now Marine
 Dakota Hoskins is a former 
Food Service Helper, but is now a 
proud Marine.  Dakota worked in 
the Dietary Department from June 
2012 to March of 2014.  On March 
21, he entered active service at Ma-
rine Corps Recruit Depot, San Di-
ego, CA.  
 Dakota graduated from Mt. 
Vernon High School in 2008.  He 
then moved to Springfield to attend 
Ozark Technical College, majoring 
in Science and Nursing.  
 Dakota enlisted for four 
years and for the next few months 
will be at Camp Pendelton, CA for 
further training.  He will be at the 
School of Infantry honing his skill 
as as a rifleman for the summer, 
then off to wherever they send him 

Dakota Hoskins, U.S. Marine 
Corps, stopped by  to say hello to 
everyone.  We are all proud of him!
as his duty station.  He says he plans 
on making a career in the military.
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Upcoming EvEnts

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY  
QUESTIONS, PLEASE 

CALL THE ACTIVITIES 
DEPARTMENT. 

AUGUST

JULY

SEPTEMBERJuly
  
  William Johnson   7/01
  Ken Bay    7/01
  John Gammon   7/01
  Foster Fitch    7/02
  Jerrold Moulder   7/03
  Don Nunley    7/07
  Bernadine McClernon  7/08
  Claridon Grimm   7/11
  Jean Newell    7/12
  Raymond White   7/13
  Tollie Blevins   7/14
  Cecil Cowan    7/14
  Thomas Hoke   7/17
  William Ogle    7/21
  Nora Call    7/21
  Gilbert Barlbort   7/22
  John Jones    7/22
  William Dennison   7/23
  Julius Trent    7/28
  John Richmond   7/28
  Teddy Wallace   7/30
  Richard Marquier   7/30
  James Maroc    7/30

August
  
  Ray Askren    8/01
  Harold Marlin   8/01
  Floyd Nelson    8/01
  Artsol Wright    8/01
  Fred McGlocklin   8/02
  David King    8/09
  Thomas Jackson   8/11
  Ward Maples    8/11
  Maurice Dixon   8/13
  William Pfenninger   8/14
  Glenn Withnell   8/15
  Charles Davis   8/20
  Dan Trogdon    8/24
  John Turner    8/24
  James Rankin   8/28
  Michael Ariew   8/31
  Charles Calton   8/31
  Gerald LaHaie   8/31

September
  
  George Gaddy   9/02
  James Heflin    9/02
  David Smith    9/02
  Emit Baty    9/03
  John D. Brown   9/03
  Bobby Blades   9/04
  Ernest Cone    9/10
  Ray Bellman    9/12
  Arthur Engel    9/12
  William Sweeten   9/13

All Out Trips are listed 
in Bold-Italic.

July 3  B-Unit Walmart
  9:00 AM
July 4  Fourth of July
  Cook Out in the  
  Dining Room, 2:00
July 7  Cheddars
  10:15 AM
July 10 C-Unit Walmart
  9:00 AM
July 12  DAVA 68 Bingo,  
  D.R.,  2:00 PM
July 16  Eagles Lodge
  Cookout for D-Unit
  11:00 AM
July 17  American Legion
  Post 137 Bingo
  D.R., 6:30 PM
July 22 Spfd. Cardinals
  Baseball Game
  6:00 PM Courtesy
  Christian County  
  Elks
July 24 E-Unit Walmart
  9:00 AM
July 31 Angus Branch
  Steakhouse
  10:15 AM

Aug. 6  Glitzy Chicks Mu- 
  sic, D.R., 2:00 PM
Aug. 7  B-Unit Walmart
  9:00 AM
Aug. 9  DAVA 68 Bingo
  D.R., 2:00 PM
Aug. 13 Elks 409 Bingo
  D.R., 2:00 PM
Aug. 14 C-Unit Walmart
  9:00 AM
Aug. 16 Cooties Cookout
  D.R., 11:00 AM
Aug. 20 Eagles Lodge
  Cookout for D-Unit
  11:00 AM
Aug. 20 Christian County
  Elks Bingo
  D.R., 2:00 PM
Aug. 21 American Legion
  Post 137 Bingo
  D.R., 6:30 PM
Aug. 27 Pat Fewell Music
  D.R., 2:00 PM
Aug. 28 E-Unit Walmart
  9:00 AM

If your group or organization 
is interested in providing an 
activity for the residents of the 
Mt. Vernon Veterans Home, 
please contact the Activities 
Department at (417)466-7103 
Ext. 1159.

      Does your civic organization 
need a program?  The Missouri Vet-
erans Home can help you out.  We 
can attend your meeting and give a 
presentation which explains the ad-
mission requirements, costs, and fre-
quently asked questions.  We would 
be happy to come to your meeting 
at any time to present the facts.  The 
presentation can be tailered from 
10 minutes to 40 minutes.  Call 
(417)466-7103 and ask for David 
Kloppenborg.

Church Service in Chapel 
 every Sunday at   
 9:45AM
Bible Study in Chapel every
 Tuesday at 10:00 AM
Catholic Communion in 
 Chapel every Thursday  
 at 9:30 AM

  Lee Tomlin    9/15
  Vernal Porter    9/18
  Paul Pettigrew   9/18
  Zeke Guffey    9/20
  James Heflin    9/21
  Eugene Clark    9/23
  James Leach    9/23
  Noel Bascom    9/24

Sept. 4  B-Unit Walmart
  9:00 AM
Sept. 9  Honor Flight to
  Washington, D.C.
  Zero Dark Thirty
Sept. 10 Elks 409 Bingo
  D.R., 2:00 PM
Sept. 11 C-Unit Walmart
  9:00 AM
Sept. 13 DAVA 68 Bingo
  D.R., 2:00 PM
Sept. 17 Eagles Lodge
  Cookout for D-Unit
  11:00 AM
Sept. 17 Christian County
  Elks Bingo
  D.R., 2:00 PM
Sept. 18 American Legion 
  Post 230 Bingo
  D.R, 2:00 PM
Sept. 18 American Legion
  Post 137 Bingo
  D.R., 6:30 PM
Sept. 20 Ride for Freedom 
  Poker Run
  Parking Lot, all day
Sept. 25 E-Unit Walmart
  9:00 AM

The Ride For Freedom
  On Saturday, September 20, 2014, the Mt. Vernon Vet-
erans Home will host its Eleventh Annual Ride for Freedom to 
benefit our Veterans assisted by the Combat Veterans Motorcycle 
Association 4-3.  This is a motorcycle poker run that will travel 
approximately 90 miles through the Ozarks.  Top two hands win 
along with low hand.  The poker run is open to all motorcycle 
riders 18 years and older.  Cars are also welcome.  Last bike out 
at 10:30 a.m.  Last bike in at 1:30 p.m.  Pre-registered fee of $25, 
day of event $30.  For entry fee riders will get one poker hand 
and one meal.  Pre-registered guaranteed a T-shirt.  Location of 
poker run is Missouri Veterans Home, 1600 S. Hickory Street, 
Mt. Vernon, MO. Will have a large tent for dining.  For details, 
call David at (417)466-7103 or e-mail at David.Kloppenborg@
mvc.dps.mo.gov


